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The Home Office 
is not consistently 

applying the 
correct standard 
of proof – that a 

claimant’s 
account is 

‘reasonably likely’. 



The Study 

• Qualitative analysis of 48 claims 
• Interview transcripts 
• Reasons for refusal letters 
• Asylum Policy Instruction: Sexual 

Orientation in Asylum Claims 



The Findings 
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1. Asylum interviews 
2. Delayed claims 
3. Narrative of self-realisation 
4. Religion 
5. Corroborative evidence 
6. Risk-taking 
7. Discretion 
8. Gender identity 
 



Asylum interviews 
• Questioning of sexual practices           

less pervasive 

• Use of preferred terminology 

• Lack of open and reassuring 
environment 
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Delayed claims 
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Not claiming asylum immediately  
1. Damages credibility 
2. Devalues evidence 



Narrative of self-realisation 
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• Examining emotional development 
• Stereotype of fixed milestones 
• Expectation of an emotive account 



Religion 

8 

• Expectation of inner conflict 
• Expectation of resolving the conflict 



Corroborative evidence 
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• Discounting supportive evidence 
• Absence of corroborative evidence 



Risk-taking 
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• Implausible or unreasonable 
behaviour 



Discretion 
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• Concealing for own reasons 



Gender identity 
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• Questioning on sexual orientation 
• Questioning on surgery 



Need for an audit 
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